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centralised States/ This pronouncement is put forward as
something quite indisputable, and it has already engendered
a wealth of phrases. But I maintain that no more blatant
untruth has ever been uttered than this statement that
Germany is the land of decentralisation. The truth is
rather that our States are suffering from most of the evils
attendant on centralisation, without, a single one of its
benefits. We cannot, for instance, as France can, make
a bold decision to concentrate rapidly the best forces of the
Fatherland on one particular point that has been threatened.
And yet our government is not national, as the Swiss
government is. The local government of our communes
still stands aloof and disconnected from the monarchical
Civil Service. The government of the nation is directed
from thirty different and arbitrarily selected small centres ;
and it is conducted with a paternal and interfering officious-
ness which, for instance, in many of the small States forbids
any innkeeper on the frontier to hold a shooting match,
before he has received the blessing of the government on
the proceeding. So much for the vaunted decentralisation
of Germany. The aim of national liberalism is to do away
with these thirty small centres, and to focus the administra-
tion of our country and the work of legislation at one point,
at the same time introducing the principle of local govern-
ment into the districts and provinces. In this way Germany,
like England, would enjoy simultaneously the advantages
of centralisation and of decentralisation, whereas now we
are experiencing little but the dark side of both. The
natural defects of great States may be mitigated by a care-
fully planned administration; the defects of Kleinstaaterei
are irremediable.

" Even more foolish than the fear of an excessive
centralisation of the German State is the fear that a united
Germany would do away with that wonderfully uniform
distribution of the national culture, for which the world
justly envies us. But does any one seriously imagine that
the results of a thousand years of progressive culture could